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Appendix A Figure A and B: Proportional VVenn diagrams of systematic search yields for indirect comparison meta-
analytic empirical applications depicting unique and overlap applications identified by each search strategy, N=361.
Circle size is proportional to the number of papers identified from each search strategy.

A. Empirical applications identified by each keyword search, n=314 (EMBASE keyword, n=282; MEDLINE
keyword, n=239; and Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) keyword, n=20).

B. Empirical applications identified by each keyword and citation search, n=361 (keyword (EMBASE,
MEDLINE, CDSR), n=314; Web of Science citation, n=234; Scopus citation, n=226).
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Appendix E: Co-authorship of indirect comparison meta-analytic methods by
country over time

Directed co-authorship network of the 361 indirect comparison meta-analytic applications, 129 components, 1513
authors, 2000 to 2013. Colour based on country: Canada (red), the United States (blue), the United Kingdom (yellow),
all other Europe (light yellow), and all other regions (white). Authors publishing on papers with more than one country
affiliation were coloured based on combinations of the primary colours and white, thereby yielding secondary and
tertiary colours. For example, authors on papers with affiliations from Canada and the United States were coloured
purple (a combination of red and blue), authors on papers with affiliations from the United States and the United
Kingdom were coloured green (a combination of blue and yellow), and authors on papers with affiliations from Canada
and the United Kingdom were coloured orange (a combination of red and yellow). Authors on papers affiliated with
Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom were coloured grey (a combination of red, blue, and yellow). The
addition of other European countries (light yellow) and all other regions (white) into the mix, lightened these colour
combinations. For example, authors on papers affiliated with Canada, the United States, and all other regions were
coloured light purple (a combination of red, blue, and white).
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Co-authorship Network of Indirect Comparison Meta-Analytic Applications
Author Regional Affliations | 2001

Canada - Red; Europe - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Co-authorship Network of Indirect Comparison Meta-Analytic Applications
Author Regional Affliations | 2002

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Co-authorship Network of Indirect Comparison Meta-Analytic Applications
Author Regional Affliations | 2003

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Co-authorship Network of Indirect Comparison Meta-Analytic Applications
Author Regional Affliations | 2004

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Author Regional Affliations | 2005

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Author Regional Affliations | 2006

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Author Regional Affliations | 2007

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Author Regional Affliations | 2010

Canada - Red; Eurcope - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Canada - Red; Europe - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Canada - Red; Europe - Light Yellow; UK - Yellow; USA - Blue; Other - White
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Author Regional Affliations | 2013
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Appendix F: Co-authorship of indirect comparison meta-analytic methods by
affiliation type over time

Directed co-authorship network of the 361 indirect comparison meta-analytic applications, 129 components, 1513
authors, 2000-2013. Colour based on affiliation type: academic (red), government (yellow), industry (blue), and all
other affiliation types (white). Authors publishing on papers with more than one affiliation type were coloured based
on combinations of the primary colours and white, thereby yielding secondary and tertiary colours. For example,
authors on papers with affiliated with academia and government were coloured orange (a combination of red and
yellow), authors on papers affiliated with government and industry were coloured green (a combination of yellow and
blue), authors on papers affiliated with academia and industry were coloured purple (a combination of red and blue),
and authors on papers affiliated with academic, government, and industry were coloured grey (a combination of red,
yellow, and blue). The addition of other affiliation types into the mix, which were represented by the colour white,
lightened these colour combinations. For example, authors on papers affiliated with academia, government, and other
were coloured light orange (a combination of red, yellow, and white).
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Academic - Red; Government - Yellow; Industry - Blue; Other - White
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